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Abstract: The industry of medicinal herbs and spice is in a continuous development and therefore 
is necessary to organize the enterprises of this industry in association that provide informational 
and legislative support for its members. The associations have an important part in the development 
of the industry and in the quality and safety of the products. They ensure the communication 
between the members and the official organizations.  
 
Introdution 
 In the world, in Europe as well in our country we witness a strong population 
re orientation  to the qualitative natural products, which lead to an increasing and 
diversification of production and types of products based on medicinal and aromatic 
plants. The legislation regarding the producing, processing and commercialization 
of these types of products suffer drastic modifications which, many times lead to the 
bankrupt of many producers of biological material and processors in this domain, 
both in the acknowledge of the legislation modification as well as the lack of a right 
technological support. This siruation lead to the necessity to establish several 
professional associations with an important role in defending the interest of their 
members as well as the improvement of the legislative reglementation, in leading 
the scientific research, in elaborating new performant methods of analyze and 
quality control. We want in this present paper to shortly present some of these 
professional associations in the field of medicinal and aromatic plants which are 
active on European and world level.  
 
Professional associations  
 EHGA (European Herb Growers Association) - EUROPAM – European 
Asociation of the medicinal plants growers is active in European Union countries. 
This associations wants to be an interlocutor of the policy institutions within European 
Union (The European Council, European Committee, European Parliament) and 
professional organizations, and also the governments of several states member, to  
represent the European producers to the institutions mentioned above, to contribute to 
the implementation policy for the producers it represents to the European Union level, 
to contribute to the development of the standardization policy of the products and to 
define the quality criteria. Also it follows to contribute to the promotion of the products 
of the Union by  making a difference towards the mported ones from the third 
countries. Other goals are represented by the encouraging of the contact and 
collaboration between members, encouraging the cooperation in research and 
dissemination the information by all its members. Of this European association belong 
professional associations of 10 countries members: Austria, Bulgaria, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Holland, U.K, Romania, and Switzerland which ha the 
quality of observing member. Romania is represented by ROPAM – Association of 
Producers, Processors and  consumers of Medicinal and Aromatic plants in Romania – 
association funded in  1998, which adhered to EUROPAM in 2003 as an observation 
member and since 2007 it is a member with full rights. ROPAM is represented in 
EUROPAM Council as well as in Sub Council of Good Agricol Practices, which 
works to accomplish the Guides for a good practice in the domain of cultivation and 
harvest from spontaneous flora of medicinal and aromatic plants (GAP - Guidelines for 
Good Agricultural Practice of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, respectively GWP - 
Guidelines for Good Wildcrafting Practice). ROPAM initiated and together with ASRo 
Association and Committee for Stimulants elaborated the two booklets under the 
standards for  Romania. ROPAM organizes during 10-13 July 2008 the 13th-a General 
Gathering of  EHGA – EUROPAM in Poiana Brasov, and with this occasion the 
producers and processors  in South East of Transilvania will be visited and there will be 
established direct contavt among these and EUROPAM members. 
 ESA (European Spice Association) – European Association for seasoning 
represents national associations involved in the seasoning commerce  at an European 
level. Members of this association are involved in processing, putting on market, 
distribution and seasoning, aromatic plants and seasoning combination  
commercialization. ESA`s goal is to protect and promote the interest of its members,  
to be the main organization in the European industry for seasoning. ESA propose 
itself to inform its members regarding the actual and future legislation, to be a central 
way of communication with the European Committee, European Parliament and  
CIAA. ESA has as a goal the establishing and empowering the links with The worlds 
Association for Seasoning and Non Government association including The American 
Association for Seasoning (ASTA), The International Organization for Seasoning 
(IOSTA), The Indian Council for Seasoning, Codex Alimentarius, Organization for 
International Standards (ISO). The countries members of ESA are  Austria, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Holland, U.K., Spain, Sweden, Turkey 
at which there are more associated members Bulgaria, Denmark , Grenada, India, 
Slovakia, Sri Lanka. At the technical meeting on  2nd November 2007 ESA elaborated 
the first version of Quality Minima Document in which there are stipulated the 
minimal quality needs for seasoning and plants, physical and chemical parameters, 
analysis methods recommended, other informational documents and also the 
European legislation for this domain. 
     E.F.E.O. (European Federation of Essential Oils) –European Federation for 
Essential Oils took place in June 2002 in France, contains 5 national association of 
essential oils producers which contain over  150 producing firms in Europe at which 
it is added a number of individual firms involved in producing and commercializing 
the essential oils in Europe, Brazil, Mexic, U.S.A. and Asia. The federation wants to 
represent, to protect and promote the interest of production and commerce for 
essential oils  and product linked in Europe. Also this association wants to make 
lobby for these products to the relevant institutions at a national level, European and 
international. The countries member of  E.F.E.O. are France, U.K, Germany, Spain, 
Austria, Italy, Switzerland, U.S.A., India and Brazil. 
EHIA  (European Herbal Infusions Association)– European Association for 
Plant Infusion took place in 1980 and also wants to establish a general policy in the 
interest of industry and commerce with plant infusion and to cooperate constructively 
with the UE authorities and with other organizations.  EHIA wants to generate 
scientific technical information which are to be communicated to the interested parts. 
Also EHIA wants to contribute to the scientific investigation and to professional 
experience in order to establish o correct and responsible legislation for plant infusion. 
Another goals is represented the information of the public regarding the large variety of 
plant infusion, their nutritional benefits and to insure the interested parts the needed 
scientific information. The countries members of EHIA are Austria, Belgium, 
Switzerland, France, Germany, Holland, U.K, Spain. In January  2008 EHIA updated 
Inventory List of Herbals considered as Food – January 2008 which contain all the 
plant species with their parts used as alimentary in Europe, mentioning those whose 
consumption is restricted to reduced quantities in order to avoid several secondary 
effects. Also EHIA elaborated a COMPENDIUM OF EHIA GUIDELINES 
FOODSTUFF SPECIFICATIONS FOR HERBAL INFUSION PRODUCTS,  booklet  
GUIDELINES FOR GOOD AGRICULTURAL AND HYGIENE PRACTICES FOR 
RAW MATERIALS USED FOR HERBAL INFUSIONS (GAHP), and other documents 
regarding the microbiological charge and the influence of  temperature and preparing 
time for the infusion upon the microbial cinetics. 
ASTA (American Spice Trade Association) – American Association for 
Seasoning Commerce represent the interest of seasoning sellers in The USA . This 
association wants to insure safety and quality of the condiments by standards end 
education . Another goal of  ASTA is represented to ease the international dialog and 
experience exchange in the benefit of seasoning industry at a world level. ASTA 
proposes to become a known authority regarding the problems with impact upon 
seasoning industry. ASTA elaborated the monograph of seasoning, analyze methods, 
HACCP guide book for seasoning and also the methods of samples prelevation, 
analyze, conditioning etc. 
CSA (Canadian Spice Association) – Canadian Association for Seasoning  is a 
non-profit association which has different activities including cultivation, import, 
processing, treatment and commerce of seasoning, seeds and plants. CSA represent 
more than  90% of the ingredient supply of different sectors. It wants to insure 
microbiological qualitative controlled ingredients, to insure the ingredients for 
pharmaceutical industry, for producers of natural remedies, to supply the essential  oil 
for aroma therapy. 
GA (Gesellschaft für Arzneipflanzenforschung e.V. - Society for Medicinal Plant 
Research) – Society for Medicinal Plants Research is an international neutral and 
independent association of scientific people in the research institutions in universities and 
companies and also other people involved in the progress of research and science in the 
domain of medicinal plant, natural bioactive compounds and phytotherapy. The GA`s 
goals are: - organizing several scientific manifestations; -scientific sustaining for the 
magazine  “ Planta Medica: Reseach of the Natural Products and Medicinal Plants”, 
which is the specific organ of the society; - cooperation with organizations with a similar 
goal; -scientific counseling for public institutions; - insuring the financial support for 
scientific research. The main scientific interest of  GA society and its members are in the 
domain of horticulture, medicinal plants farmacognozis, phyto chemistry, pharmacology, 
phytotherapy and fundamental research. The main advantages of GA`s members are: - a 
continuous formation upon the iinterbal and external activities; - reduced taxes for the 
participation to the organized congress organized by GA; -cheaper  process FOR 
PLANTA MEDICA MAGAZINE under edited form as well as the electronic one; -  
traveling grants for students and young research; - free copies for the presented papers` 
abstracts at the annual meeting of  GA and for those who couldn`t be present. Among the 
professional international associations  in the domain of medicinal and aromatic plants 
we mention: AEFMUTA - European Association of Manufacturers of Medicines for 
Anthroposophic Therapy; - AESGP - The Association of the European Self-Medication 
Industry; - EFPIA - European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations; 
- EHPM - European Federation of Associations of Health Product Manufacturers; - 
ESCOP - European Scientific Cooperative on Phytotherapy; - PSE - The Phytochemical 
Society of Europe; - EHTPA - European Herbal & Traditional Medicine Practitioners 
Association; - PGEU - Pharmaceutical Group of the European Union; - BEUC - The 
European Consumers’ Organization; - EFNMU - European Federation of Natural 
Medicine Users; - EFCAM - European Forum for Complementary and Alternative 
Medicine; - EMEA- European Medicines Agency section Human Medicines - Herbal 
Medicinal Products etc. 
 
Conclusions  
 Belonging at professional national and international associations, capable of 
representing the interests of the members in front of the authorities and 
competitions and to elaborate own standards and guides of good practice to produce 
and process are a vital advantage for any producer and processor in the competition 
on the market. It is utterly necessary to finalize the process of formation of several 
national professional associations in this domain and association filiation in 
Romania to international associations of profile in order to be able to actively 
participate to a correct information of those interested and to elaborate the 
legislative reglementation  in this domain and also to the achieving several 
international consortium capable to elaborate research projects for development.  
Several professional associations have an important role in research and in 
the development of new methods of analyze, to maintain the standards of quality 
and safety of the specific products of this industry and also to inform and protect the 
consumers. 
 
Bibliography 
* * * www.europam.net/ 
* * * www.canadianspiceassociation.com 
* * * www.ga-online.org  
* * *www.ehpa.eu/index html   
* * * www.beuc.org  
